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Second Sunday before Lent 2010
St Mildred’s, Tenterden: Evensong

Canon Peter Brett
Collect

Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth, and made us in your own image: Teach us the discern your hand in all your works, and your likeness in all your children; ………….

Rev 4.11

You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and power,

For you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created….
Luke 8.25

The awe of the disciples as Jesus calmed the storm 

“Who is this that he commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him?”
As I was the “family professional”, my wife would keep the children’s theological questions until I got home. On one occasion it was the question of my 3 year old son, “Did God make the world with a shovel?” It was not an easy one to get round, because, of course, if someone makes something, he needs materials and tools. For a long time this was the kind of thinking that lay behind the belief of God as creator of the world. He made things and creatures, including human beings, and put them down as complete, new products, so building up the world as we know it.

In St Mildred’s last year we spent quite a bit of time, in our sermons and articles, looking at this in relation to the thinking of Charles Darwin, and I won’t go over that again. However, the other day when we began reading Genesis in the daily morning office, I was struck by the sheer beauty of the language and the careful way in which that first chapter had been crafted. It dawned on me in quite a new and refreshing way that this story could only have been written by one man, and him a poet. He contemplated the world and its creatures, and in a wonderfully visionary way saw its spiritual cohesion and completeness. So the words came and the sequence shaped itself. First the light emerging out of the darkness [remarkably corresponding to the scientific view], and then water and land and plants and other living things. The poet’s penetrating observation and insight formed itself into the deeply satisfying spiritual poem which is the beginning of our sacred scriptures. The biblical scholars say that he probably lived in the 5th century BC.

The material God had for creating was his will, and the tool that made it so was his love. How clear that is in the unfolding narrative of the poem. When we talk of God as the creator of everything, we aren't talking about him as we would talk about a builder who would build a house, or a watchmaker who would make a watch. There is a clue which is given to us by St John – “All things were made through him”. Things have come into existence because that is what God is like.

I was watching a lovely sunset the other night and, as I ruminated, I realised that that sunset was unique - there had never been one just like that before and there never would be again. Another thing was that as the colour and light changed and the mood altered, new things were happening - the effects were different and my reactions changed, too. In fact something was being created all the time.

And as I thought on, it occurred to me that there was something about this which gave a clue to the understanding of God as creator. New things are coming into being all the time. 

Turner, came to mind, that great master of capturing light in his paintings. Such an artist can grasp a moment in the movement and change of a sunset and put it on his canvas. In a very real way, in doing this, he co-operates with God in a creative act. This fits so well with the Biblical insight, captured in the Collect this morning, that humans are made “in the image of God”. That image of God is the continuing creating God. It is the God who is there in the test-tube when a scientist pushes through the frontiers of scientific research. It is the God who is there when a poet forms the words that will hold truth about life. God is there when you or I manage to do something helpful and positive in life – whether a simple act of kindness or some great benefit to our community.
So it is in our faith. Everything that exists does so because it is God's purpose that it should be so. But, so much more than that, creation is an essential part of being alive now. It is happening all the time. The Scriptures make it clear that God did more than just make things and leave them get on with it. It isn't as though he made a clockwork mouse for the fun of it and then wound it up and put it down to run around until the spring ran down. No! He has always remained in the growth and evolution of living things. He stayed with what he had made, participating in life and nature and the world of people, and at one with it. Thinking like this, we can actually become excited about being alive and having managed to get up this morning! We are part of a great surge of life. New things are happening all the time. It is not all just the same as it ever was. This morning is different from yesterday. I don't even feel the same. It is in all this movement that I see so much of God - alive and active, about and around me. My creator and the creator of the world, participating in the life of which he is the driving force and energy. He is there as I see some new thing about the people I love. He is there in the devotion of my dog, as well as in the solving of the crossword puzzle. In all and through all.
Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth, and made us in your own image: teach us to discern your hand in all your works, and your likeness in all your children; through Jesus Christ, your son our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all things, now and for ever. Amen
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